
Resource/ Program Focus Skills Taught Appropriate For Not Appropriate For Comments

Adapted Stories - 
Paul V Sherlock

Adapted literature and lessons to support 
students in participating in the general 
education environment

Books can be used to focus on a 
variety of individual skills that 
students need to generalize using 
authentic literature.  Can be used for 
independent reading, instruction 
and/or read alouds. All students Visit the website to download books and resources

ALL (Mayer-
Johnson)

The Accessible Literacy Learning (ALL) 
Reading Program is a reading instruction 
program designed for students with 
disabilities. 

Phonological awareness, letter-
sound correspondences, decoding, 
comprehension Non-verbal students, AAC users

Students who don't have 
Boardmaker picture ID, students 
with strong verbal skills, students 
who can't scan a field of 4 
pictures

Can be used as an assessment tool for non-verbal 
students, can be used for students with emerging 
literacy skills to show word-based comprehension

Aimsweb Aimsweb Plus is formative assessment, data management, and reporting system.  Reading CBM = Reading Curriculum Based Measurement, MAZE = Comprehension

Not an instructional focus, but an 
assessment and progress 
monitoring tool.  Ability to assess all 
literacy skills and make instructional 
decisions accordingly. Verbal readers

Login needed.  Assessments will need to be 
downloaded, they are not stored on Google Drive.  
Contact your instructional coach for support.

Basic Grammar 
Series

Essential grammar skills are incorporated 
in these three leveled resources, each 
including more than 200 activities.  
Resource 1 begins with the most basic 
grammar skills and the difficulty level 
gradually increases in Resources 2 and 3.  

Resource 1: What is a Sentence?, 
Parts of a Sentence, Nouns, Verbs, 
Articles, Capitalization, Punctuation, 
and Word Usage

Resource 2: What is a Sentence?, 
Parts of a Sentence, Nouns, 
Pronouns, Special Words, 
Abbreviations, Verbs, Adjectives, 
Capitalization, Punctuation, and 
Word Usage

Resource 3: What is a Sentence?, 
Parts of a Sentence, Nouns, 
Pronouns, Special Words, 
Abbreviations, Verbs, Adjectives, 
Capitalization, Contractions, 
Prefixes and Suffixes, Punctuation, 
and Word Usage

students who are writers/typers 
or are able to generate ideas

Basic Writing Series

Teaches the writing process through 
simple, sequential steps. Each six-unit 
resource teaches students to write using 
“Think, Organize, Write”, a method used 
help students organize and visualize their 
writing. Each Resource includes over 150 
reproducible Activities, Teacher Instruction 
Pages, Assessments, a Parent or Guardian 
Letter, Templates for Activities, and 
Games. Progress charts, scoring rubrics, 
and student writing checklists are also 
provided.

Resource 1 introduces "Think, 
Organize, Write". By the time 
students complete the last unit, they 
will be able to "think" of a topic and 
main idea, "organize" their ideas, 
and put their ideas together to 
"write" a paragraph.

Resource 2 units begin with an idea 
inventory so students can reference 
words or phrases. The units 
progress to writing two paragraphs 
about general topics. In final practice 
activities, students learn to use 
descriptive words to make their 
writing more interesting.

Resource 3 units begin with an idea 
inventory before moving to the 
three-paragraph process. The main 
focus of this resource is to teach 
students three types of writing: 
descriptive, narrative, and how-to. writers/typers

http://www.ric.edu/sherlockcenter/wwslist.html
http://www.ric.edu/sherlockcenter/wwslist.html
https://www.aimswebplus.com/


Resource/ Program Focus Skills Taught Appropriate For Not Appropriate For Comments
Boardmaker/Speakin
g Dynamically Pro 
Program

This software program allows teachers to 
create interactive materials for literacy 
learning activities and assessments. N/A

All students, but especially those 
with needs related to access.

Login needed, contact your technology coach for 
support

Building with Stories 
Adapted books for early literacy guided 
reading

vocabulary understanding, print 
awareness, listening 
comprehension, communication 
independence, and word knowledge.

An early literacy curriculum for 
students ages 5–10 with 
moderate to severe 
developmental disabilities, 
including autism, that 
complements the ELSB 
curriculum

Students with emerging skills in 
decoding, sight word reading or 
comprehension

Includes 10 adapted storybooks, and a kit on how 
to adapte these stories. Similar strategies or 
procedures can be used to adapt your own stories 
and use a similar lesson plan

Corrective Reading: 
Compreh -ension 
(SRA)

This is a Direct Instruction program focuses 
on vocbaulary and comprehension and 
explicitly teaches skills in an individual or 
group format. 

Analogies, And/Or, basic evidence, 
classification, deductions/inductions, 
definitions, descriptions, opposites, 
same statement inference, 
true/false, basic classes of 
information, vocabulary skills, basic 
comprehension skills, writing skills

Grades 3-12, verbal students, 
students who speak and 
understand basic English, 
students with poor auditory 
memory, students with limited 
vocabulary Non-verbal students

Students will likely focus on this when they have 
sufficient verbal communication and decoding 
skills, still need to work on generalization of skills. 
Can be supplemented with additional materials, 
make sure to use the placement and mastery 
tests, ready made materials, Level A builds on oral 
language foundation (no reading required)

Corrective Reading: 
Decoding (SRA) 

This is a Direct Instruction decoding 
program that directly teaches skills in 
individual or group format.

Letter sounds, sounding out of 
words, letter combinations, reading 
irregular words, spelling, word attack 
skills, vocabulary words, affixes, 
reading connected text

Verbal students, helpful if 
students have some basic 
concepts of print, grades 3-12, 
students who have basic 
language concepts and/or a 
good vocabulary base

Non-verbal students or students 
with limited verbal speech 

Still need to work on generalization of skills, so can 
be supplemented with additional materials, most 
effective if used for 40 minutes or more per school 
day, Make sure to use the placement and mastery 
tests, ready made materials, faster moving 
program than Reading Mastery

Dolch & frequently 
occuring sight word 
lists

Dolch Sight Word lists are presented by 
grade level and frequently occuring word 
lists are those that come up more often in 
books.

Sight words which are read by whole 
word and are not decodable. All students

Students that are fluent readers 
past the 3rd grade level

DOL (Daily Oral 
Language) Oral editing of sentences in written form. Grammar, mechanics, editing, and vocabulary skills

Students that are able to read 
and have basic writing skills.

Students that are non-readers or 
do not understand basic writing 
concepts.

DTVP

Edmark Reading 
Program (Pro Ed 
Inc)

 Sight word program with highly repetitive 
word recognition method combined with 
errorless learning.

Oral and sight word vocabulary, 
basic comprehension, fluency, sign 
language vocabulary

Students who lack vocabulary 
development, students who 
struggle with phonics,  can be 
adapted for students who are 
non-verbal, students who sign

Students with strong phonics skills Use of manipulatives, Controlled Vocabulary 
stories, Continuous progress monitoring

ELSB Early Literacy 
Skill Builder

This is a comprehensive program designed 
for students with moderate to severe 
disabilities that directly teaches skills in 
individual or group format.

Sight words, letter sounds, concepts 
of print, comprehension, 
phonological awareness, writing

Students at the earliest stages of 
reading development (non-
readers), verbal and non-verbal 
students, group instruction 

Advanced readers, students who 
are blending sounds together to 
read words, students reading 
connected text

Uses materials that are familiar to our students & 
AAC, materials available digitally so that you can 
reproduce them, addresess all areas of literacy, 
has built in assessments

ERSB Early Literacy 
Skill Builder

This is a comprehensive program designed 
for students with moderate to severe 
disabilities that directly teaches skills in 
individual or group format.  The program is 
available in paper or on computer/ipad Letter/sound ID, blending, segmenting, decoding, sight words, reading connected text, comprehensionStudents with some print concepts, beginning stages of phonological awareness, some rhyme and syllable segmentation skills, listening comprehension, at least literal recall, and some sight word knowledge

The print materials should be used to supplement 
the computer/ipad based instruction

https://www.boardmakeronline.com/
https://www.boardmakeronline.com/
https://www.boardmakeronline.com/
https://www.attainmentcompany.com/elsb
https://www.attainmentcompany.com/elsb
https://www.attainmentcompany.com/ersb
https://www.attainmentcompany.com/ersb
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Fountas & Pinnell 
Literacy Continuum 
Book

The F&P Literacy Continuum book is a 
comprehensive resource that explains the 
specific behaviors and understandings that 
are required at each level for students to 
demonstrate thinking within, beyond, and 
about the text. These behaviors and 
understandings describe what students will 
be expected to do in order to effectively 
read and understand the text. All literacy skills All students N/A

This is a book that can be checked out from your 
instructional coach and used as an instructional 
planning tool.  The checklists are helpful for 
determining focus points for each type of literacy  
instruction

Florida Center for 
Reading Research 
(FCRR) Website FCRR is a multidisciplinary research center at Florida State University. FCRR explores all aspects of reading research—basic research into literacy-related skills for typically developing readers and those who struggle, studies of effective prevention and intervention, and psychometric work on formative assessment".All literacy skills All students N/A

In addition to current and past research and other 
resources, there is a useful tool for support in 
implementing evidence based practices.

Fundations 

Multisensory structured language program 
that provides research-based materials and 
strategies.  Comprehensive reading, 
spelling, and handwriting program. 

phonemic awareness, decoding, 
word study, sight words, spelling, 
fluency, vocabulary, oral expressive 
language devlopment, 
comprehension

Prevention program for students 
in grades K-3

Handwriting Without 
Tears

Developmentally appropriate, multisensory 
handwriting instruction for all learning 
styles in letter formation in a developmentally appropriate and unique orderStudents in grades K-5 Students who are already writers

Heggerty Phonemic 
Awareness

Phonemic Awareness - understanding that 
spoken words are made up of individual 
sounds.  An auditory training program, 
does not involve print or phonics skills. Letter Naming, Rhyming, Onset Fluency, Blending, Identifying Final and/or Medial Sounds, Segmenting, Adding Phonemes, Deleting Phonemes, Substituting Phonemes, and Language Awareness.

Students that are in the concepts 
of print/early literacy stage

Students that already have 
mastered phonemic awareness Quick paced, group lessons 12-15 minutes a day

High Noon

High Noon workbooks contain leveled 
passages with controlled text and 
comprehension questions.  The High Noon 
books are high interest/low level readers. comprehension

Students reading connected text 
or can be used for listening 
comprehension

Jolly Phonics

Child centred approach to teaching literacy 
through synthetic phonics. Each of the 42 
letter sounds is paired with a multi-sensory 
action to help students remember each 
sound Phonics, blending, letter formation Primary aged students

Language for 
Learning Oral language program that provides learners with the knowledge and understanding of language to prepare for success with reading comprehension."Basic actions, descriptions of objects, information and background knowledge, problem solving concepts, classificationDesigned for kindergarten and primary age school children, as well as ELL learners

Non-verbal students, but could 
potentially be adapted using AAC 

Recommended to be taught in conjunction with 
Reading program

Language for 
Thinking

Language program that builds upon the 
skills and concepts of Language for 
Learning. Vocabulary development, sequencing, retelling, inferenceStudents with verbal language needs that placed into the program via the placement test.

Non verbal students or those that 
did not place into the program via 
the placement test.

Recommended to complete Language for Learning 
and placement test before beginning Language for 
Thinking.

Language for 
Writing

Builds upon the skills and concepts of 
Language for Thinking.

Writing skills, vocabulary, sentence 
and organizational skills, narrative 
writing, comparisons, 
summarization, retelling, and 
proofreading for punctuation, 
grammar, and usage

Students with written language 
needs that placed into the 
program via the placement test.

Non verbal students or those that 
did not place into the program via 
the placement test.

Recommended to complete Language for 
Learning, Language for Thinking and placement 
test before beginning Language for Writing.

Leveled Library

A collection of fiction and non-fiction books 
organized by level.  Books are leveled 
using the Fountas and Pinnell gradient 
(also refered to as F&P level).

Books can be used to focus on a 
variety of individual skills that 
students need to generalize using 
authentic literature.  Can be used for 
independent reading, instruction 
and/or read alouds. All students N/A

Other or new books can be leveled using the 
Fountas and Pinnell leveling book website, contact 
your instructional coach.

http://www.fcrr.org/
http://www.fcrr.org/
http://www.fcrr.org/
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Leveled Literacy 
Intervention 
Program

Small-group literacy intervention (group of 
3 or less students). Includes original 
leveled books to support reading and 
writing.

Combination of reading, writing, and 
phonics/word study. Emphasis on 
comprehension, attention to genre, 
letter sounds, sight words, 
vocabulary, fluency

Helpful if students have some 
verbal capability, 

Login needed, contact your instructional coach for 
support.  Built-in level-by-level descriptions and 
competencies to monitor student progress and 
guide teaching. Includes communication tools for 
informing parents about what children are learning 
and how they can support them at home.

Kansas Sentence 
Writing Strategy 
(Fundamentals and 
Proficiency) 

Developmental writing program that 
teaches sentence writing.

Fundamentals: Basic writing 
concepts such as subject, verb, 
infinitive, etc.  Proficiency: 
recognizing and writing 14 sentence 
patterns with four types of 
sentences: simple, compound, 
complex, and compound-complex.

All students at the beginning 
writing stage.

Students with fine motor needs 
can participate using AAC Begin with Fundamentals and once mastered move to Proficiency).  

Making Words
Developmental approach to teaching 
phonics and spelling

Letter sounds, patterns, blending, 
segmenting, vocabulary

All students at the beginning 
stage of learning phonics

Students with fine motor needs 
can participate using AAC or with 
a peer/teacher to move the 
manipulative letters for them.

Quick lessons that can be done in a couple 
minutes per day

Meville to Weville 
(Ablenet)

Designed for emergent readers with 
significant disabilities in Grades K-12. 
Stories are age-neutral

Concepts of print, Sight words/high 
frequency words, comprehension, 
vocabulary, sentence completion, 
picture/word correspondence, 
listening comprehension

Non-verbal students needing a 
sight word based focus, students 
with visual attending skills. 
Comes with AT supports

Students working on decoding 
skills, fluent readers or students 
with strong sight word base

Does not teach phonemic awareness or phonics, 
materials are already made, uses boardmaker 
pictures, focus on communication skills and social 
interaction, requires no material preparation. May 
be more difficult for TA's to teach as lesson plans 
are not as structured as other early literacy 
programs

Multiple Skills Series 
(SRA)

Multiple Skills Series for Reading includes 
extensive practice in nine essential reading 
skills, using a balance of fiction and 
nonfiction reading selections. 

Using Phonics and Vocabulary
Comparing and Contrasting
Identifying Cause and Effect
Finding Details
Identifying Fact and Opinion
Getting the Main Idea
Drawing Conclusions
Sequencing
Making Inferences

Students with reading 
comprehension skills at grades 
1-8

News-2-You A weekly leveled newspaper with stories and activities focused on  current events and relevant news. The newspaper is available in both paper or an electronic format
Comprehension focus with 
additional supplemental activities

Differerent levels make the 
newpaper accessible to readers 
and non-readers

Login needed, contact your instructional and/or 
technology coach for support

Pathways To 
Literacy 
(Attainment)

Pathways to Literacy is a reading program 
for students with significant developmental 
disabilities.  It provides strategies to 
increase awareness and engagement in 
story reading while systematically building 
comprehension. 

Object/picture identification, 
comprehension, repeated line 
reading, title/author

Students who do not consistently 
use words, pictures, or other 
symbols to communicate, 
students with multiple disabilities, 
including those who are 
nonverbal, students with visual 
impairements, switch users

Students with emerging skills in 
decoding, sight word reading or 
comprehension

Includes 3 stories with related objects,laminated 
pages, raised titles, large page numbers, repeated 
storylines, and switch to read repeated lines, 
additional stories can be created to follow the 
lesson plan guide of the program, 5 levels within 
the program

PCI Reading 
Program

Designed as a three-level system, the PCI 
Reading Program helps nonreaders learn 
to read step by step, first through whole-
word visual discrimination and then through 
basic decoding using onsets and rimes. 

Level 1 and 2: sight words in 
isolation and in connected text while 
working on basic reading 
comprehension, Level 3 begins to 
teach basic decoding skills in word 
families

Students beginning to learn sight 
words, students that need a lot of 
repetition

Students with a strong base of 
sight words or students with 
decoding skills

Uses a similar format to Edmark to learn sight 
words in isolation, combined with reading words in 
text (after every 5 words), comprehension of text 
and games.  There is a mix of high frequency sight 
words with less commonly used words (in order to 
create stories with the words).  Parts of instruction 
can be implemented on the computer.

Phonemic 
Awareness (SRA) Phonemic Awareness helps establish the early framework necessary young students prepare for readingPhonemic awareness primary aged students

PixWriter
Computer software to support writing 
through the use of word banks sentence development and writing

Students who can access a 
computer mouse or touch screen

students already writing their own 
sentences and or putting words 
together

Teachers can create their own word banks with or 
without picture support.  Documents can be saved, 
printed or emailed

http://www.fountasandpinnell.com/lli/
http://www.fountasandpinnell.com/lli/
http://www.fountasandpinnell.com/lli/
https://www.n2y.com/
https://www.proedinc.com/Products/20385/pci-reading-program-level-one-complete-print-kit.aspx
https://www.proedinc.com/Products/20385/pci-reading-program-level-one-complete-print-kit.aspx
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Reading A-Z

Reading A-Z is a collection of resources to 
support literacy instruction.  The website 
contains leveled books, guided reading 
lesson plans, supplemental worksheets, 
and reading level assessments

comprehension, vocabulary, word 
work any students stories can be printed or accessed electronically

Reading Mastery 
(SRA)

This is a comprehensive program that 
directly teaches skills in individual or group 
format, direct instruction program.  Fast 
Track option available. 

Phonemic awareness, phonics, 
vocabulary, comprehension, fluency

Verbal students, helpful if 
students have some basic 
concepts of print, visual 
attending skills

Non-verbal students or students 
with very limited verbal speech

Still need to work on generalization of skills, so can 
be supplemented with additional materials, can be 
used for K-HS, best if used at least 40 minute per 
day, make sure to use the placement and mastery 
tests, ready made materials, builds opportunities 
for independent practice/homework, students will 
need additional comprehension activities

Reading Milestones 
(Mayer- Johnson)

This program focuses on sight words, 
vocabulary, spelling and comprehension. 

Sequencing stories, word and 
sentence comprehension, using 
nouns, prounouns, verbs, and 
adverbs correctly, answering literal 
comprehension, students with 
expressive language (verbal)

Students with good visual 
attending skills, students with 
hearing impairments and 
language delays, students with 
strong decoding skills

Students with strong decoding 
skills

This should not be a student’s only program- does 
not focus on phonics/phonemic awareness, books 
are good to send home, good for working on 
verbal language, does not focus on functional sight 
words, (i.e. focuses primarily on dolch sight words 
in early levels).

Reasoning & Writing Direct Instruction program focused on  higher-level thinking and  writing instruction. Leveled program A-D with placement tests for determining instructional starting point.analysis/logic, thinking and reasoning, grammar, sentence writing
Verbal students who are reading 
and writing

REWARDS 
Intermediate and 
Secondary Decoding grade level multisylablic words Decoding, fluency, content area vocabulary knowledge, and comprehension skillsDesigned for students who are struggling with English language arts and need short-term strategies, aimed at grades 4-12

Students that are reading at the 
3rd grade level and below, or are 
non-readers

Size Matters 
Program

Spectrum Phonics

A language arts workbook that uses 
progressive lessons, strategies, and 
practice to help children form words with 
letter sounds, pairs, and blends. consonant pairs, vowel pairs, end sounds, vowel sounds, phonics, structural analysis, and dictionary skills

students with letter sound 
knowledge and beginning 
blending skills non-readers

Story Champs

Story Champs is a multi-tiered language 
curriculum that is easy to implement, fast-
paced, and powerful. The curriculum 
targets story structure and complex 
language features necessary for 
understanding and producing oral and 
written language that children need for 
academic success. Story Champs aligns 
with the Common Core State Standards 
and provides schools with the tools 
necessary to strategically and 
systematically focus on language. basic and advanced story structure, vocabulary, listening comprehension, reading comprehension, complex sytax, oral and written retelling, problem solving, modifiers, causal and temporal connectionsstudents needing practice with demonstrating their understanding or student who have a mismatch between home and school language, dialect, or culture (e.g., English language learners)

This Is The One I 
Want

Activities related to aspects of daily living 
experiences using picture symbols and 
communication boards

Daily living skills, reading using 
picture symbols, comprehension, 
memory skills, part/whole concepts, 
object function, comparison, 
association and categorization skills

Non-readers, non-verbal 
students, students that use AAC 
devices 

Students that are able to read at a 
higher level

Tumblebooks

TumbleBookLibrary is a curated database 
of children’s e-books, available by 
subscription to Elementary Schools and 
Public Libraries around the world.

Books can be used to focus on a 
variety of individual skills that 
students need to generalize using 
authentic literature.  Can be used for 
independent reading, instruction 
and/or read alouds.

Children who have up to a 6th 
grade reading level
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Unique Learning 
System

Online, dynamic standards based 
curriculum designed for students with 
special needs

The monthly thematic units are 
centered on a science or social 
studies topic and incorporate 
reading, writing, math, science and 
history activities. The unit format 
provides a practical mode of delivery 
to assure that the student is 
provided with standards based 
learning experiences for optimal 
acquisition and generalization of 
skills and knowledge.

Lessons are differentiated for all 
instructional levels so that all 
students can participate in the 
same activity at the same time.  All students can participate 

Login needed, contact your instructional and/or 
technology coach for support

VB-MAPP 
Assessment

The Verbal Behavior Milestones 
Assessment and Placement Program: The 
VB-MAPP is a criterion-referenced 
assessment tool, curriculum guide, and skill 
tracking system that is designed for 
children with autism, and other individuals 
who demonstrate language delays.

The assessment contains 170 
measurable learning and language 
milestones that are sequenced and 
balanced across 3 developmental 
levels (0-18 months, 18-30 months, 
and 30-48 months). The skills 
assessed include mand, tact, 
echoic, intraverbal, listener, motor 
imitation, independent play, social 
and social play, visual perceptual 
and matching-to-sample, linguistic 
structure, group and classroom 
skills, and early academics. 

Children with autism and other 
individuals who demonstrate 
language delays

Children whose developmental 
language skills exceed the 48 
month milestones

This curriculum is aligned with the VB-MAPP 
Assessment.  Refer to the "VB-MAPP Alignment 
Tab" and to the VB-MAPP Verbal Behavior 
Milestones Assessment and Placement Program.

Visual Motor 
Strategies list
VMI

Wilson Reading 
System

Reading and spelling program with detailed 
instructional sequence,  built in progress 
monitoring and extensive collection of 
controlled passages at each level

phonemic awareness, decoding, 
word study, sight words, spelling, 
fluency, vocabulary, oral expressive 
language devlopment, 
comprehension for students grades 2 and up

Words Their Way 
(Pearson) Supplemental word study program.

Phonics, spelling, vocabulary, 
rhyming, phonemic awareness

Students with beginning, 
emergent, and proficient 
phonemic awareness skills

Students requiring significant 
prompting (independent work 
required), students with no 
phonemic awareness base skills

Includes picture and word cards, sorting grids, 
game boards, stories, 5 stages of the program

SRA Flex (McGraw 
Hill) FLEX Literacy uses embedded scaffolded instruction, practice, assessment, acceleration, remediation, and review opportunities to provide comprehensive reading and language arts instruction that is engaging, effective, and easy to use. It is designed to reach students of all levels, from Beginning Reader to 1300LComprehension, Vocabulary

Grade level interest topics, 
Students who read connected 
text

Includes digital experience, print experience and 
project based literacy.

Attainemnt: 
Teaching to 
Standards English 
Language Arts
Attainment: Early 
Literacy Skills 
Builder for Older 
Students
Read Naturally 
GATE

https://www.n2y.com/unique-learning-system/
https://www.n2y.com/unique-learning-system/
https://www.wilsonlanguage.com/
https://www.wilsonlanguage.com/
https://www.mheducation.com/prek-12/program/microsites/MKTSP-RBT01M0.html
https://www.mheducation.com/prek-12/program/microsites/MKTSP-RBT01M0.html

